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Abstract. I met an Uber driver whose income was low enough for Obamacare

benefits. Yet tax software and government calculators could not compute his

benefits—the story is in Money magazine [1]. Why is it so hard to find his benefits?

There is a circular relationship in the tax code that affects Uber drivers, online

tutors, and other self-employed people. An infamous IRS document asks taxpayers

to use limits of sequences to solve this issue—the details are on its website [2]. We

research these sequences and critique the IRS strategy. Using ideas from calculus,

we prove a theorem that gives these people the benefits they are eligible for by law.
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