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for many years. In 2005 | decided to return to school to
complete my Ph D. My areas of concentration are
International Relations, Comparative Politics, African and
African American Studies and Women Studies. | have
studied the political systemsof America, Western Europe,
East, South and West Africa. | havetraveled, studied and
livedin America, Western Europe, East, South and West
Africa, aswell asEastern Europe, and Asia.. Inmy travels
| havevisited 34 countries other than America

| worked for approximately fifteen yearsin thefield of
International Development., focusing on sustainable
economic and educational development. In between |
attended and then organized and |ed adel egation to the
United Nations Third World Conference on Womenin
Nairobi, Kenyain 1985 and the United Nations Fourth
World Conferenceon Womenin Beljing, Chinain 1995,
respectively. My preparation for the two World
Conferenceson Women, my studiesof political systems
and publicpolicy and my internationd travelsparticularly
to Ghanasolidified my interest in theimpact of theworld
conferences, inwhich over onehundred nationssigned the
“Platform of Action” in 1995 on public policy and changes
inwomen'’slives. | amlooking at the oldest democracy in
the Western hemisphereand the oldest democracy inAfrica
and comparing their implementation of the* Platform of
Action.” Inorder to conduct my studies| choseto study at
the University of Ghanain Legon, Ghana, the country
formerly known asthe Gold Coast..

| chose the University of Ghana after very careful
investigation and analysis. TheUniversity wasfoundedin
1948. At itsinception, the University of Ghanawasthe
University Collegeof the Gold Coast whereit functioned
asan extenson of theUniversity of London. TheUniversity
College maintained very high academic standardsand by
1960, the University College becamethe University of
Ghana with the power to award its own degrees. The
Univergity of Ghanaistoday amember of thelnternational
Association of Universities, the Association of
Commonweath Universtiesand theAssociationof African
Univergties. It hasestablished academic and researchlinks
with other universitiesand researchingtitutionsworldwide.
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The professorsat the University of Ghanahave studied
all over theworld at thetop universitiesand have come
back to Ghana with a wealth of experience and
scholarship. Today, many of the professorshavereceived
their Mastersand PhDsfrom the University of Ghana.
They aredl published philosophersand theoristsin their

perspectivefields.

My dissertation committee consistsof three outstanding
professorsDr. Joseph R. A. Ayee, Dean, Faculty of Socia
Studies, Dr. Kwame Boafo-Arthur, Head of the
Department of Politicad Scienceand Dr. TekyiwaaManuh,
Director of the Intitute of African Studies. Thusfar, my
experience at the University of Ghana has been
academicdly rewarding.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS-June 2006

By Corann Okorodudu, African American Studies Program Coor dinator

In arecent book by Henry Louis Gates of Harvard University and Cornel
West of Princeton, entitled “ TheAfrican American Century: How Black Americans
Have Shaped Our Country,” the authors present powerful illustrations of their
assertion that we cannot imagine atruly American culture that has not been shaped
in profound ways by the contributions of African Americans. During the 2005-
2006 academic year, theAfrican American Studies Program continued to promote
knowledge and understanding of the devel opment, experiencesand contributions
of Black peopleinthe United States of America, through the Concentrationin
AfricanAmerican Studies(AAS), through engaging co-curricul ar activities, and
throughtheprofessiond performanceof faculty and saff affiliated with the program.

TheConcentration

TheIntroduction to African American Studieswasofferedin
the Fall and Spring Semesters and other courses approved
for theAfrican American Studies Concentration maintained
their accessibility to undergraduate students as General
Education or Free Electives. Between 17 and 24 sections of
AAS courses continued to be offered in each regular semester,
with about el ght sectionshaving aprimary focusonAfricans
or AfricanAmericans. With curriculum devel opment support
from the African Studies Center of the University of
Pennsylvania, for the first time in the history of Rowan
University, an African language was offered through the
Department of Foreign Languagesand Literaturesduring this
academic year. Approved asregular courseofferings, Zulul
wasofferedintheFall and Zulu Il wasoffered in the Spring
and taught by an adjunct ingructor, Mr. Jubulani Moyo, anative

speaker of Zulu.

TheOfficeof African American Studiescontinued itsoutreach
to sudentsto acquaint them with the Concentration, itsbenefits,
and how it could beintegrated into their academic programs.
Following an Open House on October 12, 2005,
co-sponsored by the Council for African American Studies,
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the AAS Coordinator arranged with various student
leaders to provide overview information about the
Concentration at the meetingsof their organizations.

In May 2006, eight students graduated with the
ConcentrationinAfrican American Studies, and one of
thesegraduates, Raquel C. Welsh, wastherecipient of
the sixth Medallion Award for Excellencein African
American Studies. Theeight graduateswere honored
at aBreskfast Reception on Tuesday, May 9, 2006 from
9:00t010:30A.M. inthe Tower of Campbell Library,
wherethey received certificatesacknowledging their
completion of the Concentrationin African American
Studies. TheAAS Program wasfeatured inthe Spring
2006 Edition of Rowan University CLASNotes: The
Newdetter of the Collegeof Liberd Artsand Sciences,
including commentsfromRowan Alumni whoarebuilding
careers which benefit from their work in African
American Studies.

(continued on page 2, column 1)
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Co-Curricular Events

TheAfrican American Studies Program hosted meetings
of the Black History Month Committeein the Office of
AAS to plan program events for February 2006 and
sponsored or co-sponsored severa programsduring the
month. Thefallowing areafew of thehighlightsof programs
framed by thetheme" Restoring and Affirming Community:
Race, Class and Gender Challengesin the USand the
Global Arena.” The AAS Program, joined by several
divisonsand programsof the University asco-sponsors,
held the First Annual Rosa Parks Commemorative
L uncheon on February 15 to honor the legacy of Rosa
Parks, Mother of the Civil RightsMovement. On February
16, filmmeker, filmtheoris and socid activigt, HaleGerima
gpokeon* Knowing History, Knowing Sdlf,” and showed
andled adiscussonof hisfilm* Sankofa’, an Akanword
meaning we must go back and reclaim our past sowecan
moveforward. Amiri Baraka, Afrocentric poet, novdig,
and dramatist spoke on the theme of the month on
February 22 and Sonia Sanchez, author of morethana
dozen books of poetry, read some of her work on
February 28.

Professional Performance of Faculty Professiona Staff

Annua reportsof faculty and professiona staff affiliated
withtheAASProgramreflect substantia productivity. The
following is a sample of their scholarly work. Chima
Korieh (Higtory) co-authored Rdligion, History and Palitics
inNigeria, published by University Pressof America. He
authored achapter on " Other Bodies, Western Feminism,
Race and Representation in Female Circumcision
Discourse” published in Nnaemeka' s edited volume,
African Women and Imperialism: Refocusing the
Circumcision Debate, published by Praeger. Healso co-
organized apand on " Collaborative Hegemony: Missons,
States, and European Expansion in Africa’ and madea
presentation on Containment and Control: Missionary
Impulseand the Congtruction of Colonial Nigerid' at the
Annual Meeting of the African StudiesAssociationin
November 2005. William Carrigan (History) published
two articles: “Reconsidering Lynching” in American
Nineteenth Century History and“ A Dangerous Experiment:
The Lynching of Rafael Benavides® (with CliveWebb) in
New Mexico Historical Quarterly, and made a

(continued next column)

presentationon“theLaw and Anti-MexicanMobViolence
in Texas, 1848-1926" at the British Association for
American Studies, University of Kent, England. Julie
Mallory Church completed aninterview of thelegendary
Shirley “Joe” Payne, afamousNegro league player and
WWII veteran for the Colorline Project, a Rowan
University ora history initiative to record persona
narraivesof the Civil RightsMovement in Southern New
Jersey. Douglas E. Mapp performed with the Delaware
Symphony, the Reading Symphony, the Harrisburg
Symphony and in numerous other venues. TanyaClark
(English) published“ JoanneBraxton (1950-)" in Yolanda
W. Page's edited volume, African American Women
Writers. AnA to Z Guide, Greenwood Publishing Group.
Patrick Spearman presented a paper on “African
American Studiesand its Rel ationship to the Surrounding
Community” at the Midwestern Educational Research
Association on October 13, 2005. John Myers
(Sociology) produced his second edition of Dominant-
Minority Relationsin America, published by Allynand
Baconin 2006. Michadl BaBanutu-Gomez published a
Book entitled, Africac We Owelt to Our Ancestors, Our
childrenand Ourselves, with Hamilton Books, New York
in 2006. Corann Okorodudu presented in three symposia
at the 2005 Annual Convention of the American
Psychological Association on the following topics:
Advocating for Women Internationally, Nationally, and
Locally; APA at the United Nations; and the Effects of
Global Conflict and War on Individuals, Families, and
Societies. She also presented on "Psychological and
Mental Hedlth Effectsof Racism at the United Nationsin
New York on May 11, 2006. Hector Riossupervised a
master’s thesis which looked at creating a climate of
tolerancein an eementary school.

In addition, faculty and staff affiliated withAASwere
involvedintheAASAdvisory Board, inmentoring students
and serving as advisors of student organizations, and
servinginleadership roleswithin professiona and civic
organizaions.
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219 Century Addresswhichisalectureof 3cd sinwhich
thisfreedom fighter raises some questionsfor the youth
about the world around them. The Bookclub also
discussed articlesthat werein DaGhetto Tymz Magazine,
which is a newspaper written in the lingo of African
American youth about issuesthey need to be aware of .
In addition, they also watched some of the hit gospel
moviesthat were rel eased throughout the year.

TheNeo-Underground Railroad Conductors (NURC),
anational network of students, worked closely with the
Council aswel| thisyear. Conductorscommit their talents,
beliefs, and abilitiesto the fostering of change and the
promotion of freedom, education, enlightenment, and
empowerment withinthe Black American community and
all that are affected by it, ultimately to stimulate anew
American Renaissance. During Consciousness Week,
NURC hosted a weeklong of events, which included
having the author of Da Ghetto Tymz Magazine,
M’BWEBE, speak about how to heal relationships.
NURC a so hosted the Styles P Panel Discussionwhich
allowed students to voice their concerns about the
preferential treatment that made minority studentsfeel
uncomfortable. Conductorsa so promoted their national
program, Katrina On The Ground. They motivated
studentsto help support thevictimsof HurricaneKatrina
by going down during Spring Break to help gut out houses,
giveout vauableinformation, aswell assurvey survivors.

For moreinformation about these organizationsand events
contact Juliet Newd | at INewd |82@excite.com

Requiem toaGiant
In memory of Elwood Watson Nichals, Professor
Emeritus
June 11, 1924-May 23, 2006

JulieMallory Church, Assistant Director, Counseling
& Psychological Services, African American Studies
Seering Committee, Past President, Rowan Black
Coalition

A giant of aman went to deepin green pastures
closed hissparkling eyesfor thevery last time.
Wiseeyes, windowsthat opened

to adeep and wondrous soul.

Dark and knowing eyes speaking thelanguage

of caring and compassi on without uttering asound.
Sad: “itiswell withmy soul.”

A warrior laid down hissword of truth

for thevery last time,

having fought thegood fight

steppedinto eternity.

Refusingtolet pain conquer hisspirit,

pressed on for themark of thehigh calling daily,
spokehedingtodl within hisconsderableorbit.
Sad: “itiswel withmy soul.”

A noblemanwalked hislast weary walk
among ordinary men and women,

sharing the burdens of hisdarker brothers,
whilemaking light of hisown.

Laiddown hiswalker

andleaning ontheeverlastingarms,

left behind impressvefootprints

for any who dared to follow

hispath of socid justice,

Sad: “itiswell withmy soul.”

A learned man of sciencewhowalked by faith
hasbeen silenced forever.
Hismelodiousbassvoice

now heard only in memory’ sear.

No morelessonslovingly taught,

giving voicetothevoiceess,
believinginthepotentia of al of God' schildren,
empowered youth that one day

they might becomegiants, warriors,

noble men and women of faith extending Hiswork.
For night cometh when no manworks.
Anditiswell,itiswell withhissoul.

Adjunct Professor Becomesa Ph D student at the
University of Ghana

By TahiyaMcCoy Nyahuma, Adjunct Professor, Rowan
Universty

| aman adjunct professor inthe Political Science Department
enjoyingtheprofessonand art of teaching. | havebeenABD

(continued on page 8, column 1)



Warren: What advicewould you giveto anewcomer
tothemusicfidd?

King: It'simportant to get your education in the
classroom, but your real education will comefrom
sitting in at jam sessions and learning from other
musicians. Highvisbility isimportant. Meet asmany
peopleaspossibleinthemusician’ scommunity. Leave
your ego at the door. For singers, respect your
musiciansand know that you cannot do what you do
without them. Never disrespect or belittlethemonor

off of thebandstand. | seethat too oftenfromsome |

singers. Contrary to what you might think or might
have beentold, theworld doesn't revolve around any
singer. Hal Hal Ha! Hal Ha!

Advice from Interviews of Other Artists for
NewcomersintheMusic Field:

Jazz Bagpipe Player and Saxophonist Rufus
Harley: Areyoureally about music? You haveto
loveit. Themusicwill bring out that natural element
that’ sinyou. Lifeitsdfismuscandmusicitsdfislife.
Asyou gothroughlife, youlet lifeteach you because
lifeisateaching processonal levels. Theideaisto
become seasoned and understand how to play onthe
changing of the seasons.

Pastor LonnieV. Hunter I11: To study both the
musical and businessside of theindustry inan effort
to make sound business decisions regarding your
career.

Vocalist, Mrs. KatherineDeChavis. Rehearsals
arevery important. Wardrobeisimportant. Never
performwithout rehearsing.

Trumpeter and Director of theMusic Program
at TempleUniversity, Terel R. Stafford: I'dsay
be patient. Just put practicing and devoting
themselvesasagreat musician before marketing and
trying to get themsel vesrecognized or noticed.

Stafford on the hardest thing about being a
musician: | think thetravel. Being away fromhome
isredly hardto seeyour family and redly [difficult] to
maintain relationships, even asfar asfriendships.
You'retraveling dl thetimeand you' reusualy with

different people. Insomeways, peoplethink that it’ sglamorous
but it can bepretty lonely at timesaswell.

During the Spring Semester 2006, Dr. Turner taught another
ProSeminar: Independent Black Filmwith thirty studentswho
had the opportunity to talk to Haile Germina and view his
landmark film Sankofa as well as Bush Mama. Students
conducted research projects on important independent black
filmmakersincluding, Oscar Micheaux, AyokaChenzira, The
Hudlin Brothers, Julie Dash, Charles Burnett, Gordon Parks,
Euzhan, Spike Lee, Zeinabu Irene Davis, and others. The
semester was spent deconstructing stereotypical images of
African Americanswith realistic and diversedepictionsof the
Africanand African American experience.

COUNCIL FORAFRICANAMERICAN STUDIES
(CAAS)

By Juliet Newell
Undergraduate Ass stant for the African American StudiesDegpt.
Student Advisor for the Council of African American Studies

Thisyear the Councilse-board wanted to recapture the essence
of thegreatness of yearspast by establishing thethemefor this
year which was simply to go back to our roots of being the
educational organization on campus. When the Council was
created at Rowan University, itsfounderswanted to spread the
knowledgethat they learned asstudentsof theAfricanAmerican
Studiesto therest of the students, faculty, and community who
might not comeacrossthisinformation otherwise. To handle
thisgreat task the Council hosted such programsas* Slaveto
the Master, Slavetothe Dollar” where attendeeswere given
important information about how to avoid the Black Wedlth
Crisis. The Council also presented a program on the
controversial cartoon The Boondocks, to talk about the
relevancy of topicsthat the show focuseson. Furthermore, the
Council alsovolunteered at Glassboro’ s Tri-County Head-start
by providing assstanceto the daycare providersby helping the
children celebrate Hall oween.

Freshness was added to the Council’s structure with the
implementation of the Bookclub. TheBookclubisdesignedfor
studentswho want to expose themsel vesto booksand media
created by African Americans. They discussed Dick Gregory's

Excerptsfrom theMartin Luther King Breakfast
Addressat Rowan Univer sity on January 16, 2006

The purpose of the Martin Luther King Breakfast, held
annually onthebirthday of Martin Luther King Jr. isto
raise scholarship fundsfor student recipientsof William
H. MyersScholarships. Atthisyear’ sbreakfast Clarence
B. Jones, former counsel and draft speechwriter for the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King ., wasthe keynote spesker.
Hismany accomplishmentsinclude helping negotiatea

settlement of the civil rights demonstrations for |

desegregated department stores and public accom-
modationswiththe City of Birmingham, AL. Herecelved
aWhite House L etter of Commendation from former
President Clinton for hiswork in Birmingham, and he
also helped negotiate the end of theAttica State Prison
inmaterebellioninNew Y ork Statein 1971.

A graduate of ColumbiaCollege, ColumbiaUniversity,
and Boston University School of Law, Jones is an
executive consultant with Marks Paneth & Shron, LLP,
Certified Public Accountants, and Marks Paneth’'s
Strategy Group aswell asaprincipa member in MPS

affiliated consultant company, TheAfricaStrategy Group.
He is aso president and CEO of CBJ Multimedia
AssociatesInc. and CBJAssociates Inc. Mr. Jonesis
vice chairman of the Advisory Board of Institutional

Investors Consulting Corporation and amember of the
board of trustees of The Africa America Institute, a
foundation specidizingin politica, economic and hedlth
issuesin Africa. Heisasoinvolved in numerousother
businessand professional ventures.

Thefollowing areexcerptsfrom hisstirring address:

“Prior to Martin Luther King Jr., Americawas like a
dysfunctional drug addict and alcoholic who had tried
andfailedwith other previoustrestmentsto end thishabit-
an addiction to racism and segregation. Dr. King's
nonviolent tough loveintheface of the most egregious
andviolent formsof racid resi tanceto assuredementary
equa rightsfor al Americansenabled our country tokick
itsingtitutiondlized addictionto segregation.”

“TheNew York Times columnist Bob Herbert recently
wrote, ‘M ost Blacksarenot poor; most arenot criminas.

Mot areleading productivelives. TheBlack middieclass
is larger and more successful than ever; but there are
millionswho arestill out inthecold- caught inacycleof
poverty, ignorance, illness, and violencethat istaking a
horrendoustoll.” It goesonto say, “Nearly athird of al
Black meninther twentieshave crimind recordsand 8%
of al Black men betweentheagesof 25 and 29 arebehind
bars. HIV and AIDS have literally become the Black
plague. Although Blacks are just 13% of the overall
population they account for morethan half of al our new
HIV infections. Black women account for an astonishing
72% of al new casesamongwomen. Thisisfrightening.
Twothirdsof al Black childrenareborn out of wedlock
and nearly haf of all Black children brought upinasingle
parent household are poor. The problemsfacing Black
peopl etoday are comparableto the magnitude of those
of the Jim Crow eraof the 20" Century.’”

“Martin Luther King J. remindsusthat agreat nationisa
compassionatenation. .. Thereisnothing moredangerous
than building asociety with alarge segment of peoplein
that society whofed they haveno sakeinit. A destructive
minority can poisonthewd | springsfromwhichthemgority
must drink.”

Quotefrom Dr. King' sspeechin 1956 in Montgomery,
Alabama “ Another thingwemust do in speeding up the
coming of thenew ageisto devel opintelligent, courageous
and dedicated leedership. Thisisoneof thepressng needs
of thehour. Inthisperiod of transition and growing socia
changethereisadire need for leaderswho arecamand
yet positive- leaders who avoid the extremes of hot
headednessand Uncle Tomism. Theurgency of thehour
calsfor leadersof wisejudgment and sound integrity ...
leadersnotinlovewith money, butinlovewithjustice...
leaders not in love with publicity, but in love with
humanity... leaderswho can subject their particular egos
tothegreatnessof thecause...”

“...Iwould beremissif | did not say to you that wejust
can't talk thetalk, we havetowak thewalk...Wewoke
up thismorning and there must have been apurposefor
usof being ableto have another day other than to come
tothisevent. And Coming to thisevent isaprocess of
renewal, so | want you to pledge to yourself and one
another that thiswill just not be another talk- that you will
decidetowalk.”




Remembering Rosa Parks
By Crystal Beckwith, African American Studies
Graduate Assistant

To honor her legacy, the Rowan University African
American Studies Program held its First Annual

Commemorative Luncheon for RosaParks, Mother of
the Civil RightsMovement, on February 15, 2006. The
luncheon was agreat success. Thisevent, which was
co-sponsored by The Black Coalition, the African
American History Month Committee, and divisionsand
programs of the University, was attended by over 200
people, including administrators, faculty, some
government officids, and students. Hosted by Mrs. Maia
Farish, the program included poetry by Mrs. Sandra
Turner-Barnes, Poet in Residenceat RutgersUniversity,

music by Farid Barron, Pianist of the Sun RaArkestra,

and keynote addressby Reverend Dr. JamesDonad Rice,

Senior Minigter, Willow Hill Community Baptist Church.

Among hismany accomplishments, Dr. Ricehashad broad
experiencesasapador, builder, civil-rightsleader, teacher,
executive administrator, and college minister at several
colleges. Hed so served asPresident of Western Seminary
inKansas City, Missouri, and whileastudent at Howard
University, heserved asAss stant Pastor of theZion Baptist
ChurchinWashington, D.C. Inkeeping withthetheme
“Reflections on Rosa Parks and the Civil Rights
Movement,” Dr. Ricetold of hismany experiencesinthe
thick of thecivil-rightsstrugglesof thefiftiesand sixties.

Theluncheon marked the establishment of theRosaParks
Commemorative Luncheon and Lecture Series, whichwill
carry onthelegacy of an extremely courageous sister.
Therefusal of RosaParksto give up her seat to awhite
man on December 1, 1955in Montgomery, Alabamaled
to a381 day busboycott. Her refusal also triggered a
seriesof eventsthat led to the desegregation of public
trangportation and eventudly al public accommodations
acrossthenation. Despitethreatsto her lifeand theloss
of her job, Rosa Parks continued to be activeinthecivil
rightsstruggle, andin 1966 shereceived the Presdential
Medal of Freedom and then the Congressional Gold
Medal in1999. Inrecognition of her contributionsto our
nation, thelecture serieswill include participation from
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notable speakersin our society that will inspireleadership,
awareness, and concernfor social justice.

**\Weregret to report that Dr. Rice passed away on March
10, 2006. Our prayersarewith hisfamily and friends.

African American Studies Awards
Reception

OnMay 9, 2006, AfricanAmerican Studiesheld their annua
Awards Reception in the Library Tower. The reception
was held in honor of studentswho were graduating witha
successful completion of the African American Studies
Concentration. Crystal Beckwith, AfricanAmerican Studies
Graduate Assistant, hosted the program with opening
remarksby Dr. JA. Harper, Dean of the Collegeof Libera
Arts & Sciences, and program remarks by Dr. Corann
Okorodudu, Professor of Psychology and Coordinator of
African American Studies. A lovely breskfast was provided
along with pleasant conversation among administration,
faculty, staff and Sudents. Recipientsof theawardincluded:

Ms. EricaHill, Psychology Mg or

Ms. SafiyaN. Lomon, Psychology Major
Mr. Tafari C. Miller, Sociology Magjor

Ms. OctaviaS. Nash, History Major

Ms. Juliet D. Newell, History Mg or

Ms. Stephanie Thomas, Law/Justice Mgjor
Ms. Kim Warren, History Mgjor

Ms. Racquel C. Welsh, Writing ArtsMajor

Ms. Raquel C. Welshisasothisyear’ sMedalionAward
Recipient asshe hasgraduated with the highest GPA inthe
concentration.

After each of the studentsreceived their certificates, the
graduates gave remarks on the program and spoke on their
futureplans.
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CONGRATULATIONSTO THE 2006 WINNER
OF THE MEDALLION AWARD FOR EX-
CELLENCEINAFRICANAMERICAN STUDIES

Raguel C. Welsh, graduated in May 2006 withthe Mgjor
in English and the Concentrationin African American
Studies. She was selected as the winner of the 2006
Medallion Award for Excellencein African American
Studieson thebasisof her distinguished academicrecord
and thelaudatory comments of some of her professors.
Raguel achieved acumulative GPA of 3.85intheAfrican
American Studies Concentration and an overall GPA of
3.4. Shemadethe Dean’sList inthreeyearsand took
leadership in service projects on and off the Rowan
University campus, thelatest being her involvement with
Dr. Holder’ sKatrinaProject in New Orleansduring the
Spring Break of 2006.

Dr. Turner’s Proseminar in African
American History

During her one-year gppointment inthehistory department
at Rowan University, Dr. Diane D. Turner taught a
Proseminar, History of Black MusicinAmericainthefdl
of 2005. TheProseminar examined the devel opment and
evolution of Black Musicin America, beginningwithits
Africanoriginsfromaninterdisciplinary and multimedia
approach. Studentsenthusiastically completed course
requirementsincluding afield trip to Bethany Baptist
Church in Lindenwold, NJ where they identified the
“Africanisms’ in Spiritual and Gospel Music under the
musical direction of Lonnie Hunter. They alsovisited
Ortlieb’s Jazzhaus in Philadelphia, PA where they
experienced the sounds of jazz saxophonist Bootie
Barnes. Studentsconducted ord history interviewswith
somelocal musiciansand music personaitiesincluding
WillaWard-Roygter, Terell Stafford, DeniseKing, Tony
Williams, RufusHarley, Bootsie Barnes, Cody Anderson,
Katherine DeChavis, and others.

Thefollowing are excer ptsfrom some of her students’
interviews of black musicians during the fall of 2005.

—

Kim Warren'sInterview of Vocalist DeniseKing

Warren: Can you recal when you decided that you
wanted to beamusician professionally?

King: 1n1992 | madethedecisionto becomeafull time
musician. After much agonizing, | took agiant legp of faith
and quit my job. I couldn’t continue to keep the pace of
doing a day job and immediately running to a gig
afterwards. | wasexhausted. | knew that | didn’t want to
get to retirement age and wonder, what if or | wonder
what would have happened if | had goneinto music. |
knew that | could awaysgo back to work at ahospital if
itdidn’twork out. | had asolid foundation or abaseto go
back toif it didn’t work out. So quitting was the only
answer. | knew that God didn’t bring measfar ashehad
to just drop melike a hot potato. Soin May of 1992 |
quit. That’ swhen my friendsthought | wasredlly crazy. |
gave up my “good job and good benefits’ to sing. [l
sold] my house, sold my possessionsand | moved back
inwithmy mother. Surely, | must have been crazy. And
yes| wascrazy, crazy withfaith. Fortunately | haven’t
had to |ook back.

Warren: What'sthe hardest/best thing about being a
musdan?

King: Thehardest partistheroller coaster ride of having
and not having work and trying to get to the next level.
There have been many timeswhen | said, “1 can'tdothis
anymore” or “Am| doingtheright thing?” When| look
atthereasonthat | initialy gotintoit, it putsmeback on
track and some of thefrustration leaves. Itisnot dways
easy to makealiving asan artist and you really haveto
have strong armor.

Warren: What isthemost significant experienceyou
have had during your music career?

King: In1999, | founded acommunity based Jazz series
inWest Philly. Itisaseriesof free Jazz concertsthat take
placeevery Friday. To keepthechildrenthereentertained,
| founded Be Bop and Books, areading program. | give
away free books and school supplies. Thisyear | was
recognized for my work inthe community by TheMedlon
Corporation and awarded The Community Award. | was
stunned and it was one of the most significant thingsto
happenin my career.



