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Edelmans support success for
CCCA students

With every initiative they support, every gift they
give, Ric and Jean Edelman have a singular goal: to
make a positive, measurable impact on the lives of
others. That goal certainly will be achieved through
their $10 million gift to provide scholarships

to Rowan University students in the College of
Communication & Creative Arts (CCCA).

The Edelmans, founders of Edelman Financial
Engines, the nation’s largest independent

financial planning and investment management
firm, announced the gift during a ceremony on
November 14.

The largest single endowed gift to Rowan dedicated
solely to student scholarships, the donation will
support both merit- and need-based academic
scholarships for students pursuing careers in the
fields of communication and creative arts.

Students selected as Edelman Scholars will be
eligible for funding from the new Edelman
Professional Development Fund. The stipend
would be used for conference travel, workshops and
other professional development opportunities.

Scholarships will be primarily awarded to
freshmen, but also will be available to returning

undergraduates and transfer students.

The gift will help CCCA, a rapidly growing
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college, attract more top-notch students seeking
communication careers. The college, which boasts
more than 1,900 students, has experienced a 133
percent freshman enrollment increase in the past
three years.

“The Edelmans understand how difficult it is for
students to pay for college and their endowment
speaks volumes about their commitment to
providing opportunities to students, based both
on merit and need,” says Rowan President Ali A.
Houshmand.

Since 2002, the Edelmans, both alumni, have
pledged more than $36 million to the University
through the Jean and Ric Edelman Fossil Park at
Rowan University and the Ric and Jean Edelman
Planetarium.

Their $25 million gift for the fossil park in 2016 was
the largest gift ever to Rowan from alumni and the
second largest gift in University history.

Their gift to CCCA will help talented, driven
students as they pursue careers in writing, art,
radio/television/film, public relations, sports
communication and related disciplines.

“Creativity and communication matter;” says

Ric, who earned his bachelor’s degree in
communications in 1980 from then-Glassboro
State College. “We want to help students pursue
these disciplines, and help provide them the tools
they need to succeed”

Jean, who earned her bachelor’s degree in
consumer economics and marketing in 1981 and
now serves on the University Board of Trustees,
adds, “Our experience at Rowan gave us the
foundation to succeed in our career. We are
grateful and want to help today’s students have the
same opportunity for success.”



